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By TONY CAMPOLO
Special to The Observer
t's usually the beginning of May
when I'm confronted with a
student who says, “Oh Doc, I'm
not coming back next semester.” i

Why? "1 need time to find my-
self’ I'm tired of playing these

roles that society has prescribed
for me, the role that the church has*
played, that the school has played
for me, 'm tired of pla; the role

frencs have prescribed, Tve o 1

?eel away these socially generated:

tgeéntmw faml come t‘(: grips wntl}
core of mybemg.t e essence of
selfhood.”

my
To which I always respond, “But
Charley, after:you peel away each
of these %ted selves,
mv you you're an
You peel away all the skins of an
onion, whatdaya left? Nothing,
The onion morethan the
the uman personailty s nothing
e human
more than the sum total of all the .
roles that society ‘has: prescribed *

for him or her to play.
. Theselfisnot 3

ekegaard said it well

age will die,” he said, “not

bea\use of sin but from lack of

passion.” This a time when being

cool has become a virtue. I mean,

People go around saying, “I'm cool.
'm really cool.”

Coolness. I look fora generation
that is hot with passionate commit-
ments. Commitments that are wor-
thy of their humanity, In the end,
spirituality must be translated into
?ﬁmmnments or it has no value at

I am tired of churches that are
filled with believers. Jesus never
said, “Go unto all the world and
make believers out of everyone.”
He said, “Go unto all the world and
make disciples.” There’s a big dif-
ference between a disciple and a
believer. Believers accept certain
theological propositions and
truths. Disciples are. people who
commit themselves to a lifestyle,
who live out visions and dreams.

1 grew up in the context of
mission. My parents told me, from

was brought into this world for s
mission. Families now are afraid to .
define mission for children. My'
father and m mother had no
problem with

My mother said, “When you
wereachxldhkel-lannahmthe

Hebrew Bible 1 took y

‘“Reverend, howwereyouealledto

church and I offered you

up
God, and to service to other le -

in the name of God. Do you
stand that? That’swhatyourliteis
about.” People sometimes ask me,

the ministry?” I never was ealled.
My mother decided. -

I know what uregoinstosay
Parents cannot decide;, these.

1.want for my chil-
. dren;é1 - don

do their own thlng

‘mothers in Japan with 5

the United States. When Japarme
mothers were asked a simple ques-
tion — “What do you want your
children to be when they come of
age?” — the answer was almost

to be successful.” And no country |
has produoed more successful peo-

ccess is wonderful,
ness is enjoyable but what tra.n
scends goodness as a cultural
value? -

Commitment translates into
very simple terms. For me it's a
commitment to Jesus, but it's no
theological postulum or God in the
sky. For the Jesus that I believe in *
is a Jesus that presents,_lﬂmself in
.every human’ at -1 meet.
Jesus is the I find
motherpeople..!esuseomestom

througixpewleipn

vy
coat — although it's the middle of
July — profusely, huge
beardw:thrott food in it, holding

[

_want them to be. .. . '
clones of me; nor do I want themto -~ TonyCunpbloathknFor«t:“M’sumdmerencobetwoona

universal: “We want our children

S _sharelt

Now there’s an ints ord:
ow eresan eresting we -ngeyou

Wake Forest University News Bureau

disciple and a believer. Bellevers accept certain theological proposi-

a cDonald’s coffee in his
hands movmg down the street,
looked up at me, he said, “Hey,
Mister? You want some of my
coffee?”

Ilooked at him, at the coffee and .
said, “That’s all right.” Then I
reallzeditwasthewrongthmg I
said, “Gimme a sip.” He handed
me the cup. I took a sip of his
coffee. I gave it back.

I said, “You're being generous.

: 'vamg away your coffee like that.

gtten into you?” He said, -
'good'w"“m SEwas ealy ddicious.
y. It was cious,
. And I think that when God gives
yousometmnggood.ple yououghta
Isaid.“lstlwreanythinglean
in return?” I figure he's
g to hit me for $5. He sald,
you can give me a hug.” I

- was hoping for the $5.

He put his arms around me, Iput
arms around him and as I
mhlmmdhehugged me, 1
somethmg‘ﬂewasn‘tgo-

-ing to let me go..And as I stood on
_,vbusy, busy city. street with

was’ naked.unmmd 'you clothe me? I
*-was-sick. Did-you care for me? ..
was the . Did you take me
in? Forifyoudidltuntotheleastof
these, my brothers and sisters, you
did it unto me. But if you failed to

uommdtmths Dlsclplumpooplowhoeommltthemlvestoa

doituntothe‘leaistofthm,you |
failed to do it unto me.”

Ours is an increasingly religious '

society, not because we want some
- rigid theology, but we want in-
creasingly to become aware of the
sacredness that waits to be em-
braced in the lost and the last and
the least.

The student that is worthy of his

or her humanity does not use
education as a ladder to upward
mobility but uses education as a
means of equipping himself or
herself to meet the needs of others
who are less fortunate. And if you
fail in this, you have not had a
commitment that is worthy of your
humanity.

Tony Campolo is an evangelist,
professor and author. This is an ed-
.ited excerpt of a speech he deliv-
ered at Wake Forest University
Jan. 22. Read the fuil text and get
morein,
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Life at www.win.edu/winnens/yor.bin
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