Balboa Lodge, Panama
Canal Zone, is housed mn
the old Administration
Building. It was instituted
there September 41h, 1921

Exalted Ruler Richard M.
Davies, Past Grand Treas-
urer Charles A. White
{ front row, third and fourth
from left) and members of
Balboa Lodge in front of
the Strangers’ Club at Colon

Three Far Flung Lodges

The Elks Magazine

Widely Separated by Geography=—But Closely United in
the Fraternal Bond

HETHER i be for up in frozen

Alaska, or down wn the perpetual
simmertine of the iropics, or embosomed upon
an Oriental isle beyond the Pacific, the Order
of Elks follows and supports the American
flag and is at home with the flag, wherever
it is unfurled. Collectively, these widely scat-
tered Lodges are attractive to read about. Wher-
ever they are, the American flag is there wilh
thems, Il is the happy fate of thenOrder and
of the flag that they go everywhere logether.

Where a Disappointment Turned Out
to Be a Blessing

For more than four centuries, Panama
has been the lure of the wandering spirit.
First came Christopher Columbus, who ex-
plored: the Isthmus in 1502, Years later,
and after many others had played their
parts, the American Elk appeared on the
scene, and in his foatsteps quickly followed
“The Wandering Herd of Elks.” To-day,
in the Panama country, it is Balboa Lodge
of Elks, No. 1414, Up until last year, “The
Wandering Herd” had come and gone, as
herds do, and remained homeless and un-
organized, and with no legal status acquired.
Then it was that William M. Abbott, while
Grand Exalted Ruler, was persuaded to

wave aside a few seeming technicalities,

and authorize a dispensation to institute a
Lodge. .

This happy dénouement was due to the
untiring efforts of Richard M. Davies,
originally a member of Chicago Lodge No.
4. Whatever glory attaches to the title of
“Father of the Lodge” belongs to Mr,
Davies. At the beginning, 28 members were
enrolled. Since that time, the number has

. been increased to approximately 200, About
one bali of these are citizens of Celon, living
on the Atlantic side of the lsthmus, 43.8

nautical miles from Balboa. As Anchorage
Lodge is the farthest north, on the American
continent, so Balboaisthe extremest southern
point so distinguished.

Balboa Lodge has plans to erect a Lodge
building. When it gets ready to proceed,
it is proposed to equalize accommodations
and social advantages for members resident
in Colon by putting up a clubhouse for their
enjoyment., At present, the Lodge is quite
handsomely housed on leased premises, An
accompanying photo reveals the building
and its tropical surroundings.

In personnel, Balboa Lodge represents
American citizenship at its best. In the
main, its members are the prominents of
official life on the Isthmus. The present
Exalted Ruler is Robert W. Glaw. Mr. Glaw
is paymastcr in Panama for the government.
The secretary is Fred H. Sprecken.

On account of its isolated position, the
Zone is practically a government within
itself. The government owns and operates
the large hotels, cold storage and packing
plants, poultry and dairy farms, electric
light and power systems, the railroads and
the commissaries; the government also owns
the largest coaling and dry docks in the
world. On the fortifications on both the
Atlantic and Pacific sides, are assembled
divistons of the Army, Navy, Air and Hydro-
plane Service, Radio, Artillery, Batteries
and Submarines.

Chicago Lodge is given credit for having
inspired the thought that came to happy
climax in Balboa Lodge itself. In March
1913, word was received by Elks on the
Isthmus that Chicago members planned a
trip to Panama. Mr. Davies immediately
assembled. 25 of his friends and outlined
a program of entertainment. Among other
things, a sightseeing train was chartered.

Boatswain John D. Walsh of Newport,
R. L, who installed the Lodge on the
Island of Guam

Circumstances prevented the Chicago vis-
itors from arriving, but the Elks in Pana-
ma cclebrated anyhow, and ecarried out
every program detail as originally arranged
for the Chicagoans. The event will always
remain memorable on the Isthmus.

This pleasant experience strengthened
“The Wandering Herd,” until then more or
less desultory, into an organization, which,
winking obliquely at the law of the Order,
preserved its strength of personality by
restricting membership in the “Herd” to
Elks in good standing in a Lodge back in
the States. No regular Lodge formalities
were attempted, but Club sessions so-called,
were held, at which features of the Ritual
were observed. Principally the social en-
joyments were cultivated. Memorial Sunday
and other calendar fixtures were given at-
tention. Never was the eleven o’clock Toast
forgotten. But the overshadowing event of
“The Wandering Herd” was its annual
outing.

After the organization of Balboa Lodge
had been completed, a request was made of
Grand Exalted Ruler Mountain to- visit
Panama. The Grand Exalted Ruler found it
impossible to accept the imvitation, and
Charles A. White, Chicago banker and Past
Grand Treasurer of the Qrder, was named to
represent the Grand Exalted Ruler. Ac-
companied by Mrs. White, Mr. White ar-
rived at Colon on Feb. 13 of this year.

{Continited on page 36)
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