
AN AUTHENTIC HISTORY OF THE 

BOSTON LODGE, NO. 10. 

Cost011 Lodge, No. 10, of the Benevolent a11tl I'rotective Order of Elks, was 
organized in the city of Gostou, May 23, 1878, under a dispensation granted by 
Frank Girard, Exalted Grand Ruler, to  Antonio pastor, Henry S. Sanderson, 
Gustavus \V. Le~vech (Gus Williams), I-Ietlr> T. Dyring, and Ltlke Schoolcraft, 
of S e w  Yorli Lodge, No. I ; Charles T. Ellis and H a r r j  Icernell, of Philadelphia 
Lodge, No. 2 :  Thomas I:augh, of San Francisco Lodge, No. 3, and Nat C. 
Goodwin, of Chicago Lotlge, No. 4. These gentlemen, together with Nicholas D. 
Roberts, of New York Lodge, No. I, and I\'illiam Barry, of Philadelphia Lodge, 
No. 2, 011 said 23d day of May, 1878,  net a t  Cod~llail Hall, 176 Tremont street, 
Coston, and for~lled themselves into a loclge, \kith the followii~g orgatlization : 
Frank Girard, E. G. R.. acting as Exalted Ruler: Alltoilio Pastor, E. Leatliilg 
I\;ilight; GUS Williams, E. Lojal  Knight; Sicholas D. Roberts, Grand Lecturer: 
Henry S. Satlderson, Secretary; Thonlas Baug11, Inner Guard: Henry T. Dyring, 
Tiler. 

A t  this meeting, and a t  an adjournment thereof, held May 26, 1878, the 
following gentlemen were proposetl, elected, aild received the degrees: James S. 
Jlaffit, Will ia~n 14. Whitenect. James W. Tread\\ ell, Eclwin A. Perry, D. Foster 
Farrar,  Tl~omas A. Daly, Kat  D. Jot~es. Louis P. Goullaud, John H. Dee, Chat\e\ 
S. Rogers, Harry  \\'atson, and Willia~n H. I<ennedy. 

The election of officers followed, nit11 the following result: Etlmill A. Perry,  
Exalted Ruler ; D. Foster Farrar,  Est. Leacling I<night : Kat D. Jones, Est. Lo! a1 
Rnight : James S. hlaffit, Grand Lecturer; Jo1111 H. Dee, Secretary; James \V. 
Treadwell, Treasurer : \A7illiam H.  \I7hitenect. Tiler : Johtl J. D! er, appointed 
Cl~a~ la i i l .  

They \irere installed Esaltetl Grant1 Ruler F r a ~ ~ k  Girard, and by virtue of 
great  activity and hart1 work on the part of these gentlemen, the lorlge rapidl) 
increased in numl)ers ant1 pro\perit!. 

A t  the meetiilg of the Grand Lotlge, held December 8, 1878 a cllartcr \\la\ 
granted to the officers of the lodge electetl a t  this time, viz.: George IIo\\rartI 
Jones. Clareilce I<. Ylaclienzie, James 13. Jone., John 11. Dee, J. Frank Davidson. 
John 11. Fortl, Alldrew J. Leavitt, George \V. Floytl, \Villia~n J. Comley. J. 
Clleever Goot l \~~i i~ .  

C)n the 12th clay of February, 1879, an act of ii1col.poration 1111der the law\ 
of the commol~nealth of llassachusetts \ \as gl-antetl ailtl i55uetl by the secretal-) 
of the state to Etlwin l 'err). D. Fo5ter 17arrar. S a t .  I). Jone5, James S. JIaffit, 
John H. Dee, James W. Tread\\ ell, \I7illia~11 13. \l*hite~lect. John J. Dyer and theil- 
associates and successors, the officers electetl under dispensation. 

The  lodge continued to meet at Cotlman Hall until Fel~ruary 19 1882. At  
the next session (February 26).  it took posse\qion of newly-furnishetl and palatial 
quartel-s in La~vrence Hall. No. 724. Washington street nhich it occupied for the 
next three and a half )ears. 

At  the session of February I .  1885. the Truqtees, W. C. Van Derlip, SalllueI 
fi1. Rice and Lewis L. Jones, \\ere g i ~ e n  authority I)! the lodge to purchase tile 
building. No. 24 I-Iaywartl place, and to issue boncls to pay for rebuiltling tile same, 
t o  fit it for the purposes of the lodge. The  deeds were passet1 F e l ~ r u a r ~  16, 1885, 
and the trustees, with the co-operation of the E ~ a l t e d  Ruler, John H. Dee, 
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emplo? ed an architect, ant1 proceeded at  once with the rebuilding. The  last session 
in La\\-reilce IHall was heltl June 7. 1885, and the sessions of July and iZugust were 
held in the room of the Elks' Club in the new l~ui ld i~lg .  O n  October 18, 1885, 
the lodgc occupiecl its completed building and lodge rooms for the first time. 

On Kovember I ,  1908, a t  a regular session of Coston Lodge, Exalted Ruler 
Cro. Lawrence H. Sullivan anilounced that he had secured a n  option on the 
building. Kos. 8-10 Somerset street. for~nerly occupied by the Eoston university; 
and announcetl that the lodge would hold its next two sessions in this property for  
purposes of examination and inspection by the members. A t  the next session of' 
the lodge, held Novenlber 15, 1908, there was appoi,~lted a .committee of seven 
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conipetent builders to examine and inspect the proposetl l~uilding and to report 
their fitldings back to the lodge. This committee reported at  the session held 
Deceinber 4, 1908. in effect that they f o ~ ~ n t l  the building to be in a remarkabl!. good 
condition. that the norktnanship and materials used in construction of same were 
first class, that the building could be converted into an Elks' I-Iome, and that in 
their o p i ~ ~ i o n  110 other building in Eoston could be altered and give such splendid 
accommodations. The matter of accepting the option given hy the Coston 
University to Boston Lodge \\'as acted upon at  a special session held for the purpose 
on  Decenlber 18. 1908. After considerable tliscuqcion the lotlge voted to accept 
same. ant1 directed the Doard of Trustees of Eoston J,odge to execute all instru- 
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ments necessary to carry out the terms of said 
option. I n  accortlance with foregoing n ~ o -  
tion, the property was transferred to Boston 
Lodge on *B/Iarch 18, 1!)0!1. O n  March 17 of 
the salne yeas a committee was appointed as 
follo~vs : Lawrence H. Sullivan, chairman ; 
1)aniel 1;. Lehan, secretary; John \I'. Linne- 
Ilan, John J. I-Ianley. \\'illiam J. Carlin. Daniel 
13. Gillespie. \\'illiam F. I<earns and Fred C. 
Gilpatric. They were fully empo~~rered to 
make all necessary alterations, decorations, 
furnishings, etc.. for the conipletion and occu- 
pancy of our n e ~ v  ho~ne.  Contracts were let 

and ~vorli  \\as begun about June 
1 ,  1909. Consitlerable tlela~. \va. 
esperie~iced by the contraators. 
o ~ v i n g  to strikes, etc., d ~ i r i n g  t l l ~  
first three o r  four months aftcl- 
they had begun work. ~vhicli 
~nacle tlie ~ v o r k  of reconstruction 
long and tedious. A fire in Dc- 
cember, 1909, added to our  [lib- 
co~nfiture and delay, but thc 
beautiful home proves the trutll 
of the old adage: "That good 
tliings come slowly." 

W e  have still wit11 LIS a 11~111- 
ber of the me~nbers of 1878, 1879 
and 1880, mal<ing the ~vorlt l  
brighter and happier for their 
presence with us ant1 their u11- 
tiring, ze'alous support. Here  I 
wduld ~nention our  Past  Grand 
Exalted Ruler, Etlwin A. Perry.  
who was the first Exalted Ruler 
of our lodge. doing his work in 
so commendable a manner that it 
would seem that the Great Ruler 
of the u~liverse has lookecl down 
ant1 blessed our loyal work ant1 
shows us all glory must be ours. 

GEO. H. JOHNSON,  P. E. R. 




