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Foreword 

 

I joined Lodge #8 in 1999 and like so many others before me, ignored the serious 

side of our Order.  I always enjoyed the social events and for several years just 

attended when it was convenient. 

Then one night I was standing in the corner of the hall and our old charter, hanging 

on the wall caught my attention.  I was shocked to read that the Lodge had been 

started in 1877 and that the charter seemed to be the original.  It also dawned on 

me, that there might be something special about a Lodge that bore the number 

eight out of an order that had chartered nearly three thousand and still had 

approximately two thousand remaining. 

About that time, I started attending our regular business meetings and I made the 

acquaintance of several of our older members.  I began to ask them about their 

knowledge of Lodge history and found Jack Anderson to be a great source of 

written and oral history.  Jack loaned me my first book of Lodge history and it has 

served as a stimulus to collect what I present here. 

Greg Swinney, Past Exalted Ruler, played a large role in the development of our 

history organization when he appointed me as Lodge Historian and dedicated a 

room at the Lodge to show our collection. 

After that started taking shape, Ed Black offered me his extraordinary collection of 

lodge memorabilia and documents.  He had been collecting items of historic 

prominence for decades and had them in pristine condition. 

Among the many and varied items in his collection, Bro. Black had the wisdom to 

carefully preserve the first history book ever written concerning Lodge #8.  I have 

carefully read and reread this artifact, copied the entire book electronically and 

have it available on CD for those who would enjoy reading it.  Every time I study 

it I discover links and clues to questions that I have posed.  I have to assume that it 

is the only remaining copy available and we have it carefully locked away in the 

display case in our History Room. 



I have been very slow in starting this collection, as I wanted to ‘get it right’ the 

first time. 

It seems like it is time, so here we go. 

 

 

 

1877 – 1903 

 

 

The Legendary Louisville Lodge #8 owes its existence to three gentlemen from 

Cincinnati Lodge #5.  Lewis R. Kean, Thomas D. Parmele and J. B. Keiser came to 

Louisville in 1877 and recruited 12 other gentlemen as charter members of the 

fledgling Louisville Lodge. 

Bros. Kean and Parmele can be found in the following photos along with Bros. 

Robert S. Brown, Sidney Gates, Al Bourlier, Charles German, Emile Bourlier and 

Victor Foster. 

Not shown are the charter members, Charles Ballard, Charles Woodruff, J. H. 

Phelps, William Osbourne, Charles Monsch and J. G. Brown. We are still looking 

for a photo of J. B. Keiser. 

Charles German will surface again at the end of this segment, as he is the writer 

and historian that produced the book this chapter is gleaned from. 

 

 

 

 





 



The next photo and the book it came from are likely to be the only known existing 

copies.  Thanks to Ed Black and others that preceded him, we have a look at the 

humble beginnings of our Lodge home. It is said that our meetings took place on 

the second floor for approximately six months.  It was determined at that time to 

move to the Histronic Hall of which there is no available history of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Unfortunately, due to lack of interest, on May 13, 1879, Lodge #8 was given 

permission to surrender her charter and ceased to be an active member of the 

Grand Lodge. 

After a lapse of approximately five years, Bro. Frank Girard, a man who had been 

active as Grand Exalted Ruler and was currently District Deputy to the Grand 

Exalted Ruler, came to Louisville and gathered a group of individuals whose 

purpose was to revive Lodge #8.  This group included many of the original charter 

members and some new members who helped to accomplish their aims. 

The Grand Lodge was petitioned in good order and the Lodge was rechartered on 

Jan. 9, 1884. 

On mar 16, 1888, it was decided to move the meeting night from Wednesday to 

Monday, which it remains to this day. 

Lodge #8, as the Motherlodge of the State of Kentucky was always active and 

involved in the organization of new Lodges.  In keeping with this, we note that on 

Feb. 26, 1890, a delegation from Lodge #8 made the trip, by railcar to 

Middlesboro, where they helped to establish our newest Lodge. 

During this period, it was fashionable for each established Lodge to have parade 

units to perform locally and especially at the National Conventions or Reunions as 

they were referred to. 

These normally consisted of marching bands and, or drill corps and Lodge #8 

certainly competed in this area. 

 



The next photo is typical of many that we have in our 

collection.

 

 

A devastating tornado hit Louisville on March 27
th

, 1890.  Lodge #8 responded 

with a massive effort to aid the community.  Nearly six thousand dollars was raised 

for the relief effort. 

During the year of 1891, the Elks Rest section of Cave Hill Cemetery was 

purchased and dedicated. 

The event occurred during the Grand Lodge Reunion that took place in Louisville.  

A crowd of approximately 10,000 turned out for the event, which was reported as 

far away as the New York Times. 



 



The ‘Rest’ is highlighted by an impressive bronze statue that was cast and installed 

for $1,000.00. 

We still have the original invoice that was used in its purchase and the statue is in 

very good order as you can see in the next photo. 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Lou Zweibel 



On April 18, 1892, the Lodge adopted a resolution to place the name of their 

Exalted Ruler, Astley Apperly into nomination for the position of Grand Exalted 

Ruler. 

During October, 1892 the first report was given regarding the construction of a 

new Lodge home. This report was but the first of many that preceded a beautiful, 

elaborate building that tragically had a very short life.  More on that in a later 

chapter. 

During the month of June, 1893 many of our members, joined by a contingency of 

Elks from our Motherlodge, Cincinnati #5 traveled by chartered train to Detroit, 

where along with winning first place in the Drill Corps competition, our Exalted 

Ruler, Astley Apperly was nominated and elected to the office of Grand Exalted 

Ruler.  

 

 



 



 

Lodge #8 has the distinct honor of having two Past Grand Exalted Rulers in its 

history, whereas most Lodges would feel blessed to have just one. 

Bro. Apperly served with distinction, but was unfortunately outmaneuvered in a 

political struggle not of his making.  The Grand Lodge split into two factions over 

the selection of the coming Grand Lodge Convention.  Actual conventions were 

announced and held in two separate cities; Atlantic City and Jamestown, NY, 

which was favored by Bro. Apperly. 

Each convention selected its own slate of Officers and later was ruled on by the 

Supreme Court of the state of New York, in favor of the Atlantic City faction. 

 

 



The following montage is unique, in that it was accomplished without the use of 

photoshop. 

 

 

 



 

On July 24
th
, 1898 the ‘Lodge Home’ committee reported purchasing the property 

for the new Lodge.  The plot was situated on Walnut St. between Third and Fourth 

Sts. and was bought for seventeen thousand – five hundred dollars.  The Lodge 

entered a very popular period and the membership grew steadily, as the Lodge 

Home Fund grew.  One of the major factors was the Carnival and Street Fair.  It 

took place at the turn of the century and was reported to be an event unparalleled in 

the South. 

Next is an excerpt from our original history book that relates the struggle to 

finance and acquire the Lodge Home better that I ever could. 

 



 



 

 

 

 



This following article from the Kentucky Elk accurately describes the prominence 

that our Lodge projected at that time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The centerpiece of the new Lodge Home was the Hall as can be seen in the 

following photos. 

 

 



It was in this great Lodge Home that Louisville #8 gave what is called its finest 

hour.  Under the leadership of one of its greatest Exalted Rulers, R. W. Brown, the 

Lodge hosted nine thousand children from the poorest neighborhoods of Louisville 

for a grand Christmas party.  The following excerpt describes it in detail. 

 

 

 



 



    



 



Bro. Brown gathered many accomplishments during his lifetime and one of them 

was helping to establish the Kentucky State Elks Association and becoming its first 

President.  This took place on May 29
th

, 1902 at our new Lodge Home in 

Louisville and was attended by most of the state’s Lodges, many of which had 

been established with the help and guidance of Louisville #8. 

 

The next photo is reflective of the quality of character that our members exhibited 

during Lodge #8’s formative years.  Bro. German was a charter member and 

actually took part in nearly all of the events described in the first twenty five years 

of our Lodge’s existence. 

 

 

 



1903 – 1923 

 

We start this period with the same subject that we ended with.  Robert W. Brown 

was the Exalted Ruler of Lodge #8 for two years. He brought our Lodge through 

the turn of the century, as he presided from 1899 through 1901.  He had a 

remarkable history both locally and with the Grand Lodge. 

He was our second Grand Exalted Ruler during the years of 1905 & 1906.  He 

served with distinction and was able to inscribe several feats on our tablets of love 

and memory by presiding over the modernization of our Rituals, which for the 

most part are still in use today and as Grand Exalted Ruler, he was able to relocate 

to San Francisco and personally supervise the enormous Elk relief effort that 

helped the victims of the great Earthquake of 1906. 

He served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Grand Lodge during the 

years of 1903 – 1904. 

He had the honor of serving as Chief Justice of the Grand Forum during the years 

1911 – 1912. 

He had the distinction of serving as the first editor of the Elks Magazine, which we 

all enjoy, still today. 

In addition to all of the above, he helped organize and was the first President of the 

Kentucky State Elks Association that still provides us with its many benefits and 

pleasures yet today. 

 

 

 

 



 

After giving a large portion of his life and energies to Lodge #8, Bro. Brown 

retired to San Diego, CA where he passed away on Dec 28, 1925. 

 



Lodge #8’s grand meeting hall that was added on to the rear of the Lodge building 

that we had resided at on Walnut St. was renowned as the most majestic hall in the 

order.  

 

 

 

Sadly, it was not to be for long, as it burned to the ground several years after its 

completion. 

 



 

 

The hall burned overnight, with no injury to any personnel, causing little damage 

to the main building and business at our Lodge carried on as always. 

 



As an indication of the charity of our organization, when plans were laid to have a 

circus show to town, some sought to use the profits to help rebuild the hall.  That 

idea was cast aside as self serving and the moneys derived from the circus were 

promised to charity. 

 

 

 



The following are some of the many articles describing the elaborate show that 

Lodge #8 put on for its charities. 

 

 



 



 



The circus wound up, by all accounts being a huge success, both financially and 

with public acclaim.  The profits were transferred to the Home of the Innocents and 

other charities. 

The next major project Lodge #8 embarked on was the planning, funding and 

construction of the finest Lodge Home in the Order. 

Located at the corner of Third and Chestnut Sts, It was to be as modern and as 

efficient as the current technology could present. 

Again, it is best to rely on our historical newsletters to describe the buildings 

progress 

     



  



 

 



 

  

 



 

 

 



   We have a very complete record of our next historical period.  This is due to the 

efforts and forward thinking of two completely disparate groups of people.  Our 

leaders during the period we are covering (1923 - 1949) were very serious about 

documenting our history and after discovering these documents, two individuals 

(Jack Anderson, PER and Ed Black, PER) were very careful to save many 

important publications and photos that are relevant to the existence of Lodge #8.   

We are graced with many original photos of our Lodge Home and it is necessary to 

begin with the two that show our Lodge Room in its splendor.  We still retain and 

use at all regular meetings the three pedestals that are in front of the Lecturing, 

Loyal and Leading Knight’s stations.  None of the other furniture remains. 

 



This photo taken from the Exalted Ruler’s Station shows our beautiful pipe organ 

behind the Leading Knight’s Station. 

 

 

 

This room is built as an addition to the main building and the skylights were 

originally true skylights.  They are now covered with a waterproof structure and lit 

by fluorescent bulbs. 

 

 



 

 

Among the many surprises the building offered was the billiard and grill room, a 

strictly male entity. 

 

 



This was accompanied by the modern gymnasium and running 

track.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Our pool with diving board was a luxury seldom found indoors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These are the Brothers that were in office when this great building was opened.  

Exalted Ruler Heidenberg was the head of this group that included the best that 

Louisville had to offer and that is proven by the addition of the gentleman in the 

upper right corner.  He is Astley Apperly, Past Grand Exalted Ruler. 

 

 

 

 

We have in our history collection many more photos that detail the grand design 

that was used in the construction of this building.  Many more than this small book 

would allow.  Many of them are available on a CD composed solely of photos.   

 



Brother Heidenberg had the honor of presiding at the opening of this building and 

he responded by delivering a speech that perfectly embodies the heart of Elkdom.  

If any one part of this history should be considered prime, than the following 

deserves your attention.    

 

 

 



 

 

     It is a fitting tribute also to the end of the life of Robert W. Brown, PGER who 

was responsible for many of the finest accomplishments of our early Lodge. 

The magnificent building still remains, virtually intact and carefully restored, but 

Lodge #8 surrendered ownership a mere six years later, due to the depression of 

1929.  The Lodge was able to negotiate a lease agreement with the new owners and 

remained as a tenant until 1949.  Those twenty years were marked with charitable 

efforts that continued to multiply and social events that included the best and 

brightest of Louisville’s business and professional leaders. 

 



The year 1934 marked the initiation of one of our more prominent leaders, that of 

Joseph Kraemer.  Brother Kraemer deserves a chapter of his own and we would be 

remiss and disrespectful without it. 

 

Joseph G. Kraemer 

 

A while back, I was entrusted with the archived history of Lodge 8.  After reading 

through much of it, several names surfaced repeatedly.  I know I’m a slow learner, 

but it didn’t take even me, too long to realize that Joe Kraemer played an important 

role in the development of Lodge 8. 

 

I then began to think about writing some sort of biography of his rich life.  I played 

around with the many original essays and poems he had penned and sat in wonder 

at the prose that sprang from this man.  He was a prolific writer who used 

Victorian language as it was meant. 

 

While letting my mind sort through the myriad details that appear in scattered 

notebooks and scraps of his original notes, I realized that I needed a lot of facts that 

I didn’t have.  Then I discovered a folder that I had not yet seen and to my 

amazement, it was Joe Kraemer’s autobiography.   

 

So what we have drifted to is a collection of writings, articles and photos of and 

about Joe Kraemer, along with a copy of his own life history.  I’d rather be lucky 

than good, any time ! 

 

 

 



 

Below is a photo that shows Bro. Kraemer, back row at right, with his fellow Elk 

Officers at the Broadway Lodge. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Above is another of him, second from right, in a very dapper outfit, enjoying the 

Boardwalk at one of the Atlantic City Conventions.  I am guessing the ‘38’ 

convention from the evidence I have. 

 

 



 

Above is a copy of his actual autobiography, typewritten on a page from the 

Famous Writer’s School he was proud to be a member of.  The corrections match 

his handwriting from other samples we have, so this should be his original 

autobiography in draft form. 

 



He was involved in many diverse enterprises and social groups, but you will notice 

that his involvement with the Elks takes up about a third of his history and is 

highlighted first, as we Elks would think to be proper. 

Bro. Kraemer held most leadership roles in the local and state Elks Orders as well 

as representing the Grand Lodge as District Deputy in 1939-40 and as Special 

Deputy to the Grand Exalted Ruler through the years 1957-63. 

Below is a photo we have at the Lodge in our PER collection that is one of his best. 

 

 

 

 

 



One of his major accomplishments was the chartering of St Matthews Lodge, 

which led to the organization of Lyndon Lodge.  We have in our collection, one of 

the original documents authorizing the beginning of St. Matthews Lodge. 

 

 

 

 

 



Below is a piece of history that Lodge #2052, currently, Lyndon Lodge, will 

undoubtedly hold dear.  A photo of the members attending the inaugural meeting 

of St. Matthews Lodge #2052 with Bro. Kraemer in attendance at the upper right.  

The photo is enclosed in a Christmas card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Another impressive photo is the following, which details the Acting Grand Lodge 

Officers and the newly installed Officers of St. Matthews Lodge on the night of 

their birth.  Bro. Kraemer can be found third from left on the bottom row. 

 

 

 

 

Bro. Kraemer went on to lead the effort to charter Lodges in Elizabethtown and 

Columbia, Kentucky, both of which failed to survive, through no fault of his. 

He continued to be a strong and active Elk throughout the remainder of his life 

which lasted to the age of one-hundred and one years. 

 



 

I will conclude with a copy of his history that was written by his Nephew, Ed 

Black, himself a fine example of Elkdom and the source of information for this 

biography.

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Brother Joe Kraemer at age ninety-nine, two years before his death.     

  

The period during which the Lodge rented space at the now, Henry Clay Hotel, as 

it was renamed, was filled with a continuous chain of social and charity events that 

placed Lodge #8 at the head of Louisville’s society. 

 

 



The flyer presented below is a good example of the quality events that took place 

all through that period. 

 

 



Inevitably, Lodge #8 regained its financial health and purchased a very suitable 

home at 212 East Broadway in the year 1949, where the members were to spend 

several decades of comfort. 

 

 

 



 

 

The Broadway Lodge was the home of many well documented events, such as the 

Seventy-Fifth anniversary celebration, of which we have a copy of its program. 

 

 



As seen below, Joe Kraemer continued to play a major role in the Club’s grand 

events.  Notice his invitation at bottom right. 

 

 

 



The Lodge continued in this fashion until 1965 when the membership began to ask 

for a home where more outdoor activities could be found.  Due to an unfortunate 

construction incident, the building’s foundations were weakened and the Lodge 

Home was eventually deemed obsolete and sold. 

The Lodge appointed a committee to secure a new and appropriate site and during 

this period, rented space once again. 

This period was spent in the confines of the Seelbach Hotel’s Rathskeller Room.  

The room was small, but very unique. 

 

 

The one of a kind, Rathskellar Room, under renovation, at the Seelbach. 

 



Little can be found of our history, while our Lodge occupied the Rathskellar, but 

with the room’s flair for intrigue, many stories lie waiting to be discovered. This 

arrangement lasted for a year and a half, during which a search was made for our 

new home.   

Lodge #8 has been blessed with exactly the right leader who always appears at 

exactly the right time.  Such is the case with Jack Anderson PER, 1966 through 

1968.  

Brother Anderson, along with a group of our members, located our present Lodge 

Home on Klondike Lane, negotiated a fair price with the owner, designed the 

transformation from a beautiful rural home to a spacious cozy Elks Lodge and 

supervised the move and settling in of our members.  No small task, while 

conducting the business of a busy, sociable and charitable Elks Lodge. 

 

 

Lodge #8, shown here just after moving in. 



Jack remained active and very close to Lodge #8 the remainder of his life and 

played many roles, filled many offices and served as a mentor to many of us.  His 

largest contribution was as a supporter of our swimming and diving pool, the 

construction of which was a major project for a small Lodge.  Again, we are very 

pleased to have photos of this period. 

 

 

 

 Members shown above are unknown to author. 



 

  

The pool has continued to add to the attractiveness and ambiance of Lodge #8 and 

today is a contributing factor to our success. 

Previous two photos, courtesy of Margaret Fowler. 

 

 



 

 We have many photos of our 100
th
 anniversary in 1977, but the Lodge newsletter 

seems to express the events charm and importance much better than I can. 

 

 



 

 

Please notice that PER Joe Kraemer is introducing our Grand Exalted Ruler, 

George B. Klein and also authored the newsletter article. This marked Brother 

Kraemer’s 43rd year as an Elk.  



Ladies Auxiliary  

 

In 1919, our Lodge authorized the charter of our Ladies Auxiliary.  Since that 

beginning, our Lodge has prospered and grown as a result of the hard work and 

influence of our Ladies.  The Auxiliary will soon celebrate its one-hundredth 

anniversary and could possibly be the oldest Auxiliary in the Order of Elks. 

 



 

Our Lodge continues to thrive with the cooperation and leadership of its Auxiliary 

and we look forward to a maintaining a partnership that benefits all. 

The Auxiliary recently established their Annual Jackie Polsgrove Scholarship 

award in honor of one of their most respected and valued members.  Mrs. 

Polsgrove was instrumental in holding together the Auxiliary during troubled times 

and helped make advances across the state for the Ladies and the Order. 

In the year 1995, the Grand Lodge voted to allow the membership of women into 

the previously all male fraternity.  This has proven to be not only the right thing to 

do, but has also been recognized as the saving grace in the failing membership of 

our national order.  The addition of women to our ranks has given our organization 

new strength and vitality that helps to augment the progressive directions from our 

past leaders. 

Our original Lady PER, Janice Wehunt, 2006-07 served with distinction and 

graced our meetings with her impeccable attention to detail.  Her ability to 

memorize lengthy passages effortlessly made her an unforgettable orator and a 

formidable leader. 

In the following years, our Ladies have filled many gaps by assuming the 

responsibilities at each Station, chairing and serving on our many committees and 

most of all, by regularly attending our business meetings.  Their participation in 

our democratic process has helped to shape our Lodge into its present form. 

 

Current History 

 

Along with the Ladies presence, our Lodge has benefitted from the addition of 

many young people.  Shortly after the turn of the century and millennium, it was 

recognized by Lodges throughout the order that we needed to recruit younger 

members that would provide new energy and modern methods and bring our order 

back to the levels of its past. 



 

This has been accomplished and continues to be implemented by the inclusion of 

Grand Lodge programs that are attractive to younger members.  These include the 

Drug Awareness, Hoopshoot, Soccershoot and Scholarship programs. 

Our State Major Project, Kids With Cancer, has its roots in part from Lodge #8’s 

Donna Fletcher, PER and is a perfect example of a program that attracts young 

people with much energy to embrace its good deeds. 

Our Lodge #8 swimming pool, since reopening in 2009, has been a major 

attraction for kids and young adults from our neighborhood and has been 

recognized as a conduit for acquiring new, energetic members.  We can thank our 

Pool Restoration Co-chairmen, Jeanne Boyd and Greg Swinney for laying the 

foundation for a successful restoration and a very large thank you to Carol Malone 

for acquiring the funds that enabled the remodel and restoration of our attractive 

pool facility.  Carol has continued to manage the pool and with the help of many 

others, made it an attraction that has brought us many valuable members. 

 

   



 

 

 

 Lodge #8 has continued to advance the Grand Lodge programs and to strengthen 

its presence in the community, while maintaining its position as Motherlodge of 

the great State of Kentucky. 

Our main attribute has been and always will be the quality of our membership.  

This can be seen in our history of Past Exalted Rulers and the positions they have 

held. 

I think it is only fitting to conclude this history with a list of our PER’s. 

 

Lewis R. Kean      Apr. 1877 - Nov. 1877 

Robert S. Brown      Nov. 1877 - May  1879 

Lodge was dark during this period   May  1879 – Jan. 1884 

George Pearce      Jan. 1884 – Nov. 1884 

George W. Northup     Nov. 1884 – Nov. 1886 

M. J. Burk       Nov. 1886 – Nov. 1887 

Charles W. Taylor      Nov. 1887 – May  1889   

A. D. Mullikin      May  1889 – May  1890 

Astley Apperley      May  1890 – Mar. 1893 

Bro. Apperley was Grand Exalted Ruler   1894 – 94 

Pinkney Varble      Mar. 1893 – Mar. 1894 

Zack Phelps       Mar. 1894 – Mar. 1895 

S. M. S. Phelps      Mar. 1895 – July 1895 



Brother Phelps died in office 

William B. Thomas     July 1895 – Apr. 1896 

Dr. G. W. Griffiths      Apr. 1896 – Nov. 1896 

H. M. Brennan      Nov. 1896 – Mar. 1898 

Thomas J. Batman      Mar. 1898 – Mar. 1899 

Robert W. Brown      Mar. 1899 – Mar. 1901 

Brother Brown was Grand Exalted Ruler  1905-06 

And the State Association’s first President 1902-03 

J. J. Fitzgerald      1901 – 1902 

Fred Neutzel      1902 – 1903 

Brother Neutzel was Grand Esteemed Leading Knight and was State President 

Smith T. Bailey      1903 – 1904 

Simon N. Jones      1904 – 1905 

Norton L. Goldsmith     1905 – 1906 

J. Ed. Marret      1906 – 1907 

William Neal      1907 – 1908 

Brother Neal was State President 

Charles D. Goepper     1908 – 1909 

John C. Schildt      1909 – 1910 

Laban Phelps      1910 – 1911 

George H. Fisher      1911 – 1912 

Isaac T. Woodson      1912 – 1913 

J. S. Miller       1913 – 1914 



Dan H. Russell      1914 – 1915 

Brother Russell was State President 

W. Clyde William      1915 – 1916 

Nathan Kahn      1916 – 1917 

David W. Gray      1917 – 1918 

Benjamin H. Sachs      1918 – 1919 

Kendrick R. Lewis      1919 – 1920 

Ross E. Gordon      1920 – 1921 

John L. Woodbury      1921 – 1922 

L. S. Jamison      1922 – 1923 

Louis F. Steuerle      1923 – 1924 

William S. Heidenberg     1924 – 1925 

Neville Miller      1925 – 1926 

Charles A. Sawyer      1926 – 1927 

Roscoe Conkling      1927 – 1928 

William J. Goodwin     1928 – 1929 

Leland O’Callaghan     1929 – 1930 

Brother O’Callaghan was State President 

William H. Bauer      1930 – 1931 

J. S. Miller       1931 – 1932 

Gus Jacoby       1932 – 1933 

Arnold Westermann     1933 – 1934 

Brother Westermann was Grand Esteemed Leading Knight and was State President 



A.C. Thompson      1934 – 1935 

David Cohen      1935 – 1936 

Dave Wells       1936 – 1937 

Edwin F. Franz      1937 – 1938 

Sylvester H. Grove      1938 – 1939 

Brother Grove was State President 

Joseph G. Kraemer      1939 – 1940 

Brother Kraemer was State President 

 

J. S. Breitenstein      1940 – 1941 

Brother Breitenstein was State President 

Urban Herre       1941 – 1942 

John L. Batman      1942 – 1943 

Colby Shrader      1943 – 1944 

Harold D. Lane      1944 – 1945 

C. Brent Hobday      1945 – 1946 

Michael M. Hellmann     1946 – 1947 

Brother Hellmann was State President 

Fred K. Hespen      1947 – 1948 

W. M. Hafner      1948 – 1949 

Charles D. Dunne      1949 – 1950 

Robert G. Hujo      1950 – 1951 

Frank M. Hayden      1951 – 1952 



Albert L. Haynes      1952 – 1953 

James H. Polsgrove     1953 – 1954 

Herbert Brown      1954 – 1955 

Michael M. Hellmann     1955 – 1956 

Ernest J. DeSoto      1956 – 1957 

H. Parker Smith      1957 – 1958 

Frank W. Fitzner      1958 – 1959 

Joseph D. McKeown     1959 – 1960 

Robert L. Meisburg, Jr.     1960 – 1961 

C. Gay Hatfield      1961 – 1962 

Brother Hatfield was State President 

James H. Frazee      !962 – 1963 

Norbert Bishop      1963 – 1964 

Guy M. Ashmore, Jr.     1964 – 1965 

James W. Franklin      1965 – 1966 

Brother Franklin was State President 

Jack A. Anderson      1966 – 1967 

Albert J. Karcher      1967 – 1968 

Harry E. Oliver      1968 – 1969 

C. Gay Hatfield      1969 – 1970 

James W. Franklin      1970 – 1971 

William M. Dixon      1971 – 1972 

Frank W. Sandusky     1972 – 1973 



William P. Marks      1973 – 1974 

Gary L. Vogel      1974 – 1975 

L. Edward Givan      1975 – 1976 

Donald L. Black      1976 – 1977 

Edward C. Black      1977 – 1978 

Billy Curd       1978 - 1979 

Donald L. Black      1982 – 1983 

Edward C. Black      1984 – 1985 

Bro. Ed Black was State President   1987 - 1988 

Donald L. Black      1986 – 1988 

Raymond Williams     1988 - 1989 

Donald L. Black      1989 – 1991 

Harry Cash       1991 – 1992 

Urban Steckler      1992 – 1993 

Frank King       1993 – 1994 

Brother King was State President   2007 - 2008 

David Bradbury      1994 – 1995 

Joseph Cavallero      1995 – 1996 

Pat Fletcher       1997 – 2000 

Joe Cavallero      2000 – 2003 

Pat Fletcher       2003 – 2004 

Joe Cavallero      2004 – 2004 

Brother Cavallero passed away in office  2004 



George Hagar      2004 - 2005 

Brother Hagar served remainder of term 

Janice Wehunt      2006 - 2007 

Terrance L. Akin      2007 – 2008 

Donna Fletcher      2008 – 2009 

Robert Ringenberg  Sr.     2009 – 2010 

Greg Swinney      2010 – 2012 

Frank King       2012 – 2013 

George Hagar      2013 - 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  With the grace and blessings of our Heavenly Father, our Lodge of Elks will 

continue to do its good works.  This thought served as a foundation for my efforts 

to record and present the remarkable history of Lodge #8.  For those who are 

disappointed, I apologize and for those who approve, my thanks. 

It was difficult to decide what to include and what should be left by the wayside, as 

every member adds to our history in some way.  At this writing, Lodge #8 has 

recorded 136 years of history and much of it is documented in our History Room. 

An effort is being made to present these documents on computer disks.  Much 

more detail is available than what this book can offer.  Please see the Lodge 

Historian or Secretary for access. 

The study of our Lodge’s history has presented me with many thoughts.  The one I 

keep returning to is that our Lodge and Order has faced huge obstacles in its past.  

It has remained viable, simply because it has done things for the right reasons and 

if we continue that practice, we should have no fear or reservations concerning our 

future. 

Fraternally Yours, 

 

Terry Akin, PER 

Chaplain and Historian 

The Legendary Louisville Elks Lodge #8 


