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Hﬂ‘h‘l.' voung they were, those sol-
diers.” This remark of an ex-

service man kept coming back to me as
1 wandered through Pershing Hall in Panis,
just thivtcen ycoars after the guns had
censed their fire and the last great sacrifice
had been made by the legions of our fght-
ing men who went to France,

To appreciate Pershing Hall and what it
stands for, one must sense the spanit of it
and the spirit of the men behind it. To do
this, you should go to Paris and if, per-
chance, you should be there on Armistico
Day, so much the better,

1 had just paid a reverential visit to the
tomb of the Unknown Soldicr, under the
Are de Triomphe, where but the day before
the Ritual of Remembrance had been
held.

A cold and hazy afternoon; 4 fitful sun-
light softencd the outlines of the groat arch
and the buildings bordering the magnificent
visti of the Champs Elyvsées az vou looked
toward the Pluce de la Concorde, o mile
away., A beautiful scene—the old Re-
publican Gunrd in shining helmets and
breast plates—like knights of old—the
waving battle fags—1the minute of silent
tithiite, as President Doumcr, who hadd
given four sons to France, and all the
lewclers of the nation stood with bowed
heads before the flower strewn tomb of him
who personified the patriots of the Re-
public.

Then came the Legionnaires, a mere
handful of men. But in their khaki uni-
forma and rvice caps, moat of them with
medals on their breasts, they were fitting
representatives of America as they stood
and paid our country’s tribute te the
dead.

And then the bugle ¢all, and all was life

The m{.—:rm-ha of
Pershing Hall,
fronting onthe
Rue ierre-

Charron,in
Faris

again, How young those soldiers were as
with banners flying and drums and tram-
pets playing, they marched away. _

So with just a little of this spirit in my
saul, I stralled doven the Champ: Elyadas
until I came to Rue Pierre-Charron. Turn-
ing right, 1 wilked toward the Scine,
crossed Avenue Francois Premier and then
a few steps more found me facing Pershing
Hall. Four stories in height and abutting
directly on the sireet like most fine houses
in Pars, it gives little indication of its
spaciousness.  Dver the main windoews are

Pmmsian

The beawriful Etks Memorial Hall, built with funds doneted by the Order
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the carved heads of a sailor, a doughboy
and an aviator. The beautiful grilled
gateway of wrought iron and bronze has
twin designs of @ bronze helmet resting on
the hilt of 4 long sword —the middle of the
biade passing through the Legion zeal sur-
rounded by the gold stars, indicative of
General Pershing's rank.

Directly above the gateway leading into
Chiiteau-Thicrry Courtyand is an American
Eagle carved from native stone, its wide
spread wings supporting a balcony from
which extond twe flagetaffa, sne enrrving
the Stars and Siripes and the other, the
rixd, white and blue bars of France.

Entering the door on the right which
lends through a passageway to the office of
the building, I found two fine looking
Americans discussiog prices with a French
tradesman. A typical argrument—one
which started, I believe, when the first
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doughboy landed on the dock at Brest,
and has continued eversince,  After some
amicable arrangement hod been reached
and the Frenchman had departed with the
usual air of having been “‘done In.'" I
introduced mysell to the two moving
spirits of Perghing Hall—Colonel Franeis
Drake and Don MacAlee,

Colonel Drake, a tall and distinguished
looking gentleman, has lived in Paris for
many vears. He was Chief of Staff for
General Charles G. Dawes during the war
and prior to that he was hewl of e
Westinghouse interests in Europe, Colonel
Drake 15 1 Commander of the Legion of
Honor and holds a Distinguished Service
Medal from the United States Govern-
ment,  He is also First Commander of the

Department of France of the American
Legion,
Colondl Denke told me of the poblems

American Legion representatives at the tomb of the

Mayor Lotowr of
Paris; Presidoent
Doumer af Franee;
1, 8. Ambassador
Edge and Colonel
Dirahen on the Cha-
tean-Thisrry bal-
cony af the dediea-
[ion ceremonies

that had confrontcd
them and still con-
front them in their
splendid enterpnise.
Of the founding of Post Number One of
the American Legion under ditheulties; of
Mr. Harjes of J. P. Morgan, Harjes & Com-
pany its first commander; of their desire
temake it represcotat ive of the fincat spirit
and charpeter of the entire Legion for
France and all the world to-see.

He counted his proudest moments when
the Legion had come to Paris and by its
conduct solidified our friendship with the
French people. He spoke of the splendid
help, encourngement and inspitation that
biad Lo given hun to “carcy on”' by such

The Chiitean-Thierry Courtyard and the arched windows of the Elks Memorial Hall

S

micn a3 MPast Greand Exalved Rulers Joceph
T. Fanning, Ray Benjamin and Murray
Hulbert, when they visited Paris during
the inception and early stages of Pershing
Hall, and of how the decision on the part
of the Order of Elks to give $30,000 to-
ward the cause had been influential in help-
ing them secure the cooperation of other
affiliated war organisations,

He spoke of the constant cncouragement
of General Pershing, of former Ambassador
Herrick, who named the building the
4 American Embassy of Good Will," and
of Lawrence Benet, one of the best organ-
ized biraing in Europe, the inventor of the
Hatchkizs machine gun, who has given of
hia brilliant talénts and of hiz valushls tima
from many enterprises to make Pershing
Hall the American social center of Paris for
every real American who comes to France.

He spoke of Sedley Peck, the leading Elk
in Paris, who has just been made a member
aof the Legion of Honor, the man who took
the “ Marne Taxi " to Washington and, inci-
dentally, deove it himseli. Quite a character,
this man Peck; I'm sorry 1 missed him. He
wears & French beret and his long black
whiskers out-Freneh the most Mont Mar-
trian Frenchman. Colonel Diake paid a fine
tribute to the group of prominent men and
women in America who have sponsored the
movement and to Captain Phalip B. Stapp,
thic Americn whe hos
done such splendid work in interesting
American organizations in the project.

Don MacAfee, the manager of Pershing
Hall, is o decided asset to the institution
A personality that makes you feel at ease
the minute you enter the place.

When I had concluded my visit with
Colond Dralic, Dan tesk me on a thoreugh
tour of Pershing Hall.

On the lower floor on the part facing Rue
Piecre-Charron, is the War Museom. They
have already made s splendid beginning

(Continued on page 54)

refareacntative  in
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with thelr collection, The hielet and swoid
of General Duball, captured German arms of
every description—trench mortars; souvenirs
of the Lalayectte Escadiille, Sedley Tedk’s old
Bleriot propeller and a fine collection of
Benjamin I'ranklin relics, given through the
courtesy ol Bascomn Slemp, the American Com-
missioner to the French Colonial Exposition
just closed.

We neat svisited the Arniyy Room, on the
second floor, facing the street. This was ap-
parently the former drawing room of the old
natsion—hizh ceilinged, heautifully decorated
and containing oil portraits of General Persh-
ing and Marshal T'och at one end, and en-
larged photographs of the leading American
generals on the walls at cither side.

The photograph of this room gives a better
conception of it than any word picture.

The Navy Room is equally impressive, con-
taining oil paintings of the fleet, navy trophies
and portraits of the leading nayal commanders.

The University of Virginia Memorial Room
is, at the present time, the only completely
furnished and decorated room in the building.
Mre. William A. Clark, Jr., to perpetuate the
memory of the men of the University of
Virginia, who served with the colors, has repro-
duced the Lighteenth Century Salon in the
Carnavalet Museum in Paris. Tt is com-
pletely panclled in hand carved oak, with two
beautiful murals—one of Monticello and the
other of the University campus. The chairs
of tooled lcather contain the scals of the
United States, of Virginia and of Irance,
This room will be used as a headquarters for
National Commandcrs of the Lezion swhen in
Paris.

The Herrick Salon is another beautiful room.
as yet unfurnished, containing a finc oil portrait
of Ambassador Herrick, with a bronze tablet
in his memory, the room’s sole decoration
at the present time. There is a vacant panel
on the opposite wall facing the Ierrick picture
which should be filled with a painting equal in
beauty and dignity to that of the Ambassador’s
portrait. T suggested to Don MacAfee that

perbaps Colonel Lindbergh might be glad to
put something there. if the matter were called
to his attention.

Then the D. A Ro room, the Y. M. C. A,
the Salvation Army, the Red Cross, the
K. of C., the Masonic, the Jewish Welfare and
the Marine Corps rooms. Most of then. as yet,
incomplete in furnishings, but all showing suf-
ficient progress to indicate the interest of
these organizations in having adequate repre-
sentation in this national memorial.

It must be remembered that buildings of
this character require ycars for completion.
The Xlks Memorial Building in Chicago was
conceived in 1921 and completed in every de-
tail a decade later. Memworials are not de-
signed 1o be rushed to completion with a
penalty forfeit for speed hanging over the
hcads of those who build them. Time is not the
“cssence of the contract.” nor haste the main
essential.  Rather, memorials are like cathe-
drals. With somc, the hands and hearts of three
gencrations have been party to their building.

AN[) now to the new addition which contains
the Elks Memorial Tall. H you will picture
in your mind the letter € reversed, with the
top and bottom very thick and the vertical
line of the letter very thin, you will have a
ground plan of Pershing Hall. The bottom
of the letter is the old mansion {ronting Rue
Pierre-Charron; the space inside the letter the
courtyard; the top of the letter representing
the new building, and the vertical line the con-
necting portion containing the stairs and
clevator.

On the top floor of the new wing there is a
modern gymnasium, equipped with squash and
handball courts, and the finest ol gymnasium
apparatus. This was sponsored by the Loyal
Order of Moose.

Going from here to the second floor, which
is really a floor and a half, we enter the Elks
Memorial Hall through a beautiful arched
doorway leading from the main stairway.

The Hall is designed in classic style—ivory
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tinted and trimmed in gold. It is lorty-ning
feet in length, twenty-dour feet wide, with
tighteen foot Doric columns supperting the
panclled ceiling,

U the left. as von face the far end Fram the
entrunce, are Iarge arched French windows
opening onlo balconies which overlook the
courtyard. On the oppesite side are mirrored

nels of similar design and sizé.  The far end
15 symmeétrically panelled for mural or tablet
Purposes,

At the end nearest the doorway s a haleony
averlooking the hall—with a wrought iron
railing  comtnining . n  deches AF deima  sed
trumpets in brones,  This balcony, Inrpe
enpugh to accommadate a twelve-piece ar-
chestra, is also completely firoprosted for
motion picture spparatus. Under the balcony
nre three doors leading 16 an ante-room which,
in turn, is connecied by elevator and stairs
with o modern kitchén on the groond flear.
The kitchen pantry and serving quarters are
et eater to o the nesds of saveral

uticle le:

This hall 15 also used by the Elks as their
undfficinl Lodge room, as well as for lectures,
musical recitals and other social affairs,

THIH largest and undeubtedly most beau-
tiful toom in Pershing Hall represents the
expenditure of thirty thousand dollare which
wite voled for this purpase by the Renevalent
and Protective {]rn:]-:'r of Elcd.  Nevertheless,
in its present state, there is not o single indicn-
tion of Elk gponsorship in this hall, excepl in
the small panel on the right of the doorway
on which there hangs  linen banner {nscribed
with the usual diodicatory wording, This
prefiminary architect's skeich is lLeing re-
pliced by & handsome bronze thblet in duplicate
of the tempaorary banner,

The three panels ot the far end of the hall
should hove murals of a churacter in keeping
with the spirit and principles of the Order—
similar to the Hiashfield paintings in the
Elles Memorial Building. Other than this,
the only possible place is the panel at the
balcony end of the room which matches the
;xmri on which the architect's sketch now
langs. Lms mght Sttingly be flled by n
brongs tablet of o character similar to the
dedicatory tablet treating of General Pershing's
long standing membership in the Crder of
Kl and a quotation from his speech in refer-
ence o it,

I have excepted the ceiling, which is arnate
and beautiful as it {a, but which at a later date
mighi be enriched with o murl in Eeening
with the drhers,

Leaving the Elke Memorial Hall and de-
scending the slairway to the main floor, we
enter the real club room of Pershing Hall,
This room lies directly beneath the Flks room
and beneath it, in the hasement, the hilliand
and bowling allevs are located. This lounge is

ey

the meeting place of the Legionnuires in Paris,
the mémbers of Post Number One, but all
Americun Indies and gentlomen are welcome.

It has the usual grill room equipment and
oo it walls you msy mead the plctorial
history of our Expeditionary Forces, The
presiding genius of this friendly room s
H&lim" Garner.

Y&lim" Is'n man about town and robahly
knows more Americans in Parls than any
other individual, There he stands at the head
of the American Legion group, ot the tomb

of the Unknown Saldier. In another picture,
kehind the Lar and to-aigli, az T wriie Lhuls,

he fgseconding Frankle Cenare fn his 'come.
bagk figght for the world's fywelght champion-
ship at the Fululs des Sports. To-marpow
night, he mny be leading o cotillion somevwhere
—who knows.  Thev will have to go far to
find u hetter figure of & man in cutawny or

clawhimmer. He is ypical of the rezidentinl
legiannaire it Paris. Friendby, helpfil and in:
dupandent,

Living fntshed our visit with “Slim," we
wilk through one of the French doors that
openi from the grill room into Chitenu-Thierry
courtyand,

The cornerstane of the new building, which
can be seen from the courtyard, is the identi-
cal keyetone of the old Chitean-Thierry
bridge which spanned the Marne ot the point
wehere the American tooops oo e doe of
the Cerman advance on Pars,  Certainly o
fitting cornerstone for Pershing Hall, Thia
courtvied  will be beautiful some  day—a
{ountain, perhagie—a bt of poppies here nad
there, and climling roses,

And then theough the gatewsy of the naked
sword and helmel snel Pershing’s stars to Rue
Pierre-Charron.  Welve made the munds of
Pershing Hall, but no desi viption of the build
ing will convey the spirt of it

Princeton University is placi
on it walls in memory of Princeton men
who fell in battle,  There are Princeton
Legionnnires in Paris who foregather in Pershing
Hall with other Legionnaires af every schoc)
and college, - Why not u-;JuTn. “Auld Lane
Syne," o the music of their college hymn
LI I yguime sure
that Princeton would net care in {hit fir off
lund, even if the words were adapted Ty o
legionmaiee from Yale,

ng a tahlet

L Pesahdang Tlall?

Tune every heirt ind mvery vafes,
No mnttir what befall,

Lt all with one wecord tEjece,

1n pradse of Pershing Hall,

Al wihon: thees wnllz i dust ses Lo,
And pass beyowd recall,

Anather throng shall breathe our song,
In praise of Fershing Hall,

Till then with jox our sang we'll being,
Come join uz one and all,

Let Legionnaires unite and sing,

Long life to Pershing Hall!

SwrerHEART

Days. ..
FOR 50 YEARS

HEY met and loved. He wooed and wan
her. “T'hat was hack in "y, And far fifty
beautiful years they traveled life's highway
together, Today she is that dear, brave, silver-
haired Httle *Granny' you go aften see,
Grandad's work was done firet,
Now s Tn patiently Jooking foeward, It s
our preat pirivilege to hove contributed an

important service to ''Gmnny,* Especially
when ming beat down and wild storms mge,
she finds decp contentment in the unfailing
gunrdianship of the cLark Witerproof Metul
| Vault which wis suggested when Ae paased on.

Bhe knews that it is a safe, secluded sEnCtry
Lo whivh nefiher wWarer ner any other element

of the surrounding earth cun inthude.

Crark Vaultsare made of specially processed
rustyrcofed enduring metal because only metal
i proof againet water and sgainst crumliag,

Ench crarg Stamdard Vault is puaranteed 1o
fulfill i fmmaculate puardianihip for 50 year!
Crane Specfal Yauls of solid copper dre guir-
anteed for r5o gears. Our De Luxe Viults of
extra-feavy copper are puarantesd_firever.

Leading furieral directors everywhere can
j eupply cLang Vaults—in a choice of nine ap-
proprinte finithes, including Cadmium Plating
by the Udylite Process. Prices are reasonable.

e 2l S -
Freel Our booklet, ' My Duty,'" should be
imeveryone's decret drnwer, Wiite for VOLECOpY.

THE CLARK CRAYE VAULT C€CO.
COLUMBUS, ORIO

e [{[ﬁul‘ wipd  Warehanie: Mansa l._'il:lv_.-1 Mo,

GRAVE VAULTS

This pmablem of puality appears o the oud of every

e 4 Clend Y Fasl



